
BALIKESİR UNIVERSITY
FACULTY OF FINE ARTS 

UNIVERSITY ELECTIVE COURSE DESCRIPTION FORM

Department / Division Printmaking
Course Name USD0182  Color and Composition I
Course Semester Fall                X Spring
Course Language Turkish          X English
Course Credits Theoretical     3 Practice           0 Total Credits     3
Course ECTS 3
Course Type Elective

Course Objectives
To comprehend the fundamental concepts of composition and color in art; to develop 
visual thinking skills using basic elements such as form, line, color and composition; to 
explore creative modes of expression; to develop aesthetic awareness.

Course Content

Visual perception and expression studies; practical applications with fundamental art 
elements such as form, composition, shape, mark, texture, tone and proportion; studies 
with design principles such as balance, rhythm and contrast on two-dimensional surfaces; 
processes of abstraction and formal organization; exercises aimed at developing creative 
thinking and aesthetic awareness; experimental studies with various materials and 
techniques.

Prerequisites None

Instructor(s)
Assoc. Prof. Dr. BURÇAK 
BALAMBER e-mail: burcak.balamber@balikesir.edu.tr

Teaching Assistants e-mail:

Internship Status None

Course Resources

Charles B. (2014). The painter's secret geometry: a study of composition in art. 
Mineola, New York: Dover Publications. Atalayer, F. (1994). Fundamental 
Elements of Art. Eskişehir: AÜ Yay. Gökaydın, N. (2010). Basic Art Education: 
Teaching System and Knowledge Scope. İstanbul: Moss Yayıncılık. Hodge, S. 
(2010). The Art and Design Teacher's Handbook. Bloomsbury Publishing. Vit, A. 
(2009). Graphic Design, Referenced. Quarto Publishing Group USA. Massey, A. 
(2018). Pop Art and Design. Bloomsbury Publishing. Meggs, P. B. (2012). 
Meggs' History of Graphic Design. Hoboken: John Wiley & Sons. Burçak 
Balamber Course Notes.

Course Structure Field Knowledge: 100%

Planned Learning 
Activities and Methods

Lecture, Q&A, Exercises and Practice, Individual Work, Problem Solving, 
Project-Based Learning

Course Assessment Criteria Course ECTS Workload Calculation

Semester 
Activities Number Contribution 

(%) Activity Number Duration Total Workload 
(Hours)

Midterm Exam 1 %40 Course Duration 14 3 42

Quiz 0 %0 Out-of-Class 
Study 14 2 28

Assignment 0 %0 Midterm Exams 1 8 8
Attendance 0 %0 Final Exam 1 8 8
Practice 0 %0 Total Workload: 86
Project 0 %0 ECTS Credits: 3
Final Exam 1 %60
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Course Learning 
Outcomes

LO01: Develops creativity and learns the fundamental principles of color and 
composition. LO02: Organizes form, shape, color and space. LO03: Applies color 
and composition principles effectively in projects. LO04: Produces successful 
results in projects requiring aesthetic perception and knowledge. LO05: Learns to 
value aesthetic perception in all areas of life.

Course Topics

Week Topic Pre-Study Documents

1

Introduction, Course Overview, Course Objectives, Content, 
Schedule and Methods, Studio Rules and Material 
Information, Sharing Information with Students via Course 
Information Packages.

Review of Study 
Examples

Burçak Balamber Course 
Notes

2 Experimental applications on line; expression through basic 
line types.

Review of Study 
Examples

Burçak Balamber Course 
Notes

3 Form applications. Review of Study 
Examples

Burçak Balamber Course 
Notes

4 Studies on the relationship between texture and ground. Review of Study 
Examples

Burçak Balamber Course 
Notes

5 Black-and-white composition applications. Review of Study 
Examples

Burçak Balamber Course 
Notes

6 Abstract composition applications. Review of Study 
Examples

Burçak Balamber Course 
Notes

7 Abstract composition applications. Review of Study 
Examples

Burçak Balamber Course 
Notes

8 Midterm Exam. Review of Study 
Examples

Burçak Balamber Course 
Notes

9 Color theory. Review of Study 
Examples

Burçak Balamber Course 
Notes

10 Color gradients and transitions. Review of Study 
Examples

Burçak Balamber Course 
Notes

11 Color wheel. Review of Study 
Examples

Burçak Balamber Course 
Notes

12 Colorful experimental composition applications. Review of Study 
Examples

Burçak Balamber Course 
Notes

13 Colorful experimental composition applications. Review of Study 
Examples

Burçak Balamber Course 
Notes

14 Colorful abstract composition applications. Review of Study 
Examples

Burçak Balamber Course 
Notes

15 Colorful figurative composition applications. Review of Study 
Examples

Burçak Balamber Course 
Notes

Course Contribution 
to Program Outcomes

All: P01:4, P02:4, P03:4, P04:4, P05:4, P06:4, P07:4, P08:4, P09:4, P10:4, 
P11:4, P12:4 | LO01: P01:3, P02:4, P03:4, P04:3, P05:5, P06:4, P07:4, P08:2, 
P09:3, P10:3, P11:4, P12:3 | LO02: P01:4, P02:5, P03:5, P04:4, P05:3, P06:3, 
P07:5, P08:4, P09:4, P10:2, P11:5, P12:4 | LO03: P01:5, P02:4, P03:4, P04:4, 
P05:4, P06:4, P07:5, P08:4, P09:4, P10:4, P11:4, P12:4 | LO04: P01:3, P02:4, 
P03:5, P04:5, P05:5, P06:5, P07:4, P08:5, P09:5, P10:5, P11:3, P12:5 | LO05: 
P01:4, P02:4, P03:3, P04:3, P05:3, P06:3, P07:3, P08:3, P09:3, P10:4, P11:4, 
P12:4
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